Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

No. of Returns=238 Out of 355 member schools

Return rate =67.04%

Executive Committee Suggestionsto HKEAA and / or EMB (Note: 4=strongly agree 3=agree 2=disagree 1= strongly disagree)
Suggestions 4 3 2 1 Mean/S.D.
Provision of sufficient training in SBA to all teachers teaching the subject at least 6 months before the 167 58 7 3 3.66
year of full implementation. 71.1% 24.7% 3.0% 1.3% .603
Provision of additional resources for SBA to schools to maintain group size to around 20 - 30 students 196 29 8 4 3.76
for assessment. 82.7% 12.2% 3.4% 1.7% 594
Appropriate schedule for submission of SBA marks of all subjects so that their deadlines are distributed 164 66 4 3 3.65
evenly throughout the two years to avoid overloading of students 69.2% 27.8% 1.7% 1.3% .582
Provision of more examples/ samples on how SBA can be carried out on each specific subject 174 54 7 2 3.69
73.4% 22.8% 3.0% 0.8% 571
Allowing schools more flexibility in SBA tasks to cater to diversity of student abilities 136 81 15 4 3.48
57.6% 34.3% 6.4% 1.7% .693
Allowing atrial period of two years starting from the year of full implementation similar to that of 130 87 18 2 3.46
English Language and Chinese Language which allows schools to opt for inclusion of SBA marks of that| 54.9% 36.7% 7.6% 0.8% 673
subject in public examination results.
Provision of additional funding to support financially needy students for SBA activities 163 61 9 4 3.62
68.8% 25.7% 3.8% 1.7% .645

Analysis:

Majority of our member schools (over 90% of those that have returned the questionnaires or over 60% of the total population) agree or strongly agree with
all the seven suggestions made by the Executive Committee of HKSSSC.

|ndividual Comments: Refer to Appendix 1
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Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

Individual subjects

A. Of the 8 Subjectsto beimplemented in 2012|  *Eng. °Chi “Lib. Stud | “Chi. Hist. *Hist. ['D & App. T|%isua Arts|  "ICT
8 No. of Schoolswill offer this subjectsin NSS. 238 238 238 214 178 28 159 191
9 Further consultation on the number of tasks | 'Yes (137 69.9%|139 70.6%|145 74.0%|134 69.1%|102 63.0%| 16 59.3% |105 70.9%| 98 57.6%
required in SBA No |59 30.1% |58 29.4% |51 26.0% | 60 30.9% |60 37.0% | 11 40.7% |43 29.1% |72 42.4%
10 [Further consultation on the content of the Yes [144 73.1%|143 72.6%|150 77.3%|138 72.3%|108 67.5%| 16 59.3% |102 70.8%|104 61.2%
tasksrequired in SBA “‘No |53 26.9% |54 27.4% |44 22.7% |53 27.7% |52 32.5% | 11 40.7% | 42 29.2% | 66 38.8%
B. Of Science Subjects 'Bio. 'Chem. “Phy  ['Comb. Sci| ™int. Sci..
11|No. of school will offer this subjectsin NSS. 216 222 220 1z 27
12|Preferred SBA implementation: A |87 405%|85 38.6% |81 37.3%|45 38.8% 9 33.3%
(Option A:  Defer implementation for 2 years with full implementation in 2014 B |82 38.1% |85 38.6%|89 41.0% |50 43.1%|14 51.9%
Option B:  Implement practical component in 2012 and 2013, with full implementationin 2014| C |36 16.7% |39 17.7% |36 16.6% |16 13.8%| 3 11.1%
Option C :  Either Option 1 or Option 2
Option D: Neither Option 1 nor Option 2) D110 47 | 11 50% | 1L 51% |5 4.3% 3.7%
13|Further consultation on the number of tasksin SBA required. 'Yes|158 76.7%|157 74.4%|160 76.6%|91 83.5%|21 84.0%
“No| 48 23.3%|54 25.6% |49 23.4%[18 16.5%|4 16.0%
14|Further consultation on the content of the tasksin SBA required. 'Yes|160 77.3%|155 73.1%|158 75.2%|90 81.8%|20 80.0%
°No| 47 22.7%|57 26.9%|52 24.8%[20 18.2%|5 20.0%
C. Of subjectswith small number of candidates "C.Lit. |°Eng. Lit PHedth |%Tech.& Living| '.Tourism *PE.
15 [No. of school will offer this subjectsin NSS. 113 4 24 12 76 21
16 Prefe_rfed SBA implementation: _ _ o A 56 505% | 2 50% | 15 62.5% 5 41.7% 43 61.4% | 13 65.0%
( Opt_lon A.. Defgr for 2 years Wlt_h full implementation in 2014 B 22 19.8% _ 3 125% 6 50.0% 9 12.9% 3 15.0%
Option B:  Full implementation in 2012
Opt| onC: Either Option 1or option 2 C 23 20.7% | 2 50% 6 25.0% 1 83% 15 21.4% 3 15.0%
Option D:  Neither Option 1 nor Option 2) D 10 9.0% - - - 3 4.3% 1 5.0%
17 |Further consultation on the number of tasksin SBA required 'Yes [ 86 789% | 3 75% | 16 69.6% 10 83.3% 55 78.6% | 18 90.0%
“No |23 21.1% | 1 25% 7 30.4% 2 16.7% 15 21.4% | 2 10.0%
18 [|Further consultation on the content of the tasksin SBA 'Yes |85 780% | 3 75% | 17 73.9% 9 75.0% 59 831% | 17 85.0%
required. ‘No [ 24 22.0% | 1 25% 6 26.1% 3 25.0% 12 169% | 3 15.0%
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Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

D. Of theremaining Subjects ‘Econ. “Geog. Ethics& R.S. “Music *Bus. Y Maths
Acc.&Fin.
. . Defer for 2 years, trial for 1 year, | Defer for 2 years, trial for 1 year, | Defer for 2 years, trial for 2 years,
Implementation timetable proposed by HKEAA with full implementation in 2014 | with full implementation in 2015 | with full implementation in 2016
19 |No. of school will offer this subjectsin NSS 224 218 40 7 184 238
20 |Preferred SBA implementation year: 1 177 831% | 168 82.0% 30 81.1% 6 85.7% 150 86.2% | 159 87.4%
(Option 1: Agree with HKEAA proposal
Option 2: Disagree with HK EAA proposal) 2 36 16.9% 37 18.0% 7 18.9% 1 14.3% 24 13.8% 23 12.6%
21 [|Further consultation on the number of tasks Yes 163  74.8% 164 77.7% 29 72.5% 5 71.4% 132 75.4% 153 82.3%
in SBA required. “No 55 25.2% 47 22.3% 1 27.5% 2 28.6% 43 24.6% 33 17.7%
22 |Further consultation on the content of the Yes 163 74.8% 173 82.0% 30 75.0% 6 85.7% 136 77.7% 159 85.0%
tasksin SBA required. ’No 55 25.2% 38 18.0% 10 25.0% 1 14.3% 39 22.3% 28 15.0%
Analysis:
1. Inamost all the subjects listed, over 60% of the responding member schools offering the subject indicated that further consultation on both the number

W

4.

Comments and suggestions for different subjects by individual schools:

of tasks and the content of the tasksin SBA arerequired. This shows that HKEAA needs to discuss with the schools and teachers thoroughly in order

to gain their supportsin the implementation of SBA.

In the proposed choices offered by HKEAA, there is no clear preferences observed in the science subjects and the subject “ Technology and Living”.
Of other subjects with smaller number of candidates (Chinese Literature, English Literature, Health Management and Social Care, Tourism &
Hospitality Studies and Physical Education), over 50% of the responding member schools offering the subject prefersto defer for 2 years with full

implementation in 2014.

Of the remaining subjects, over 80% of the responding member schools offering the subjects agree with the proposals made by HKEAA.

Refer to Appendix 2
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Appendix 1:

Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

Comments and suggestions on over all SBA arrangements by individual schools

Adoption of school-based approach to SBA implementation i.e. let schools have choice to join the SBA scheme or not.
Schools have choice of whether joining the SBA scheme or not.

1) ( SBA ) (2 SBA (SBA
)

Avoid too many individual / independent studies which would overload teachers and students.
Provision of extra administrative support ( i.e. Teaching Assistant ) for SBA implementation.
We need more manpower to carry out SBA.

Provi de
Provi de

opportunities forexpparcihercsexonf different schools to share
sufficient trainduwmlgj dnt SBtA Iteoa satl |1 tyeaarh elresf dreea cthiengy @éhre of f ul |

Provision of sufficient training in SBA to all principals/vice-principals at least 18 months, before the year 2009, for those they can establish the policy for their own

school.
SBA should be the same for all school s.

SBA SBA
Your claim that "school s atre tdd asd ldeerds oaand het U dhemrtesl'seei foefw owodrukld dbiaadh joe ¢yt t too
change will definitely incbrease Weheshwaol kil o@d eof usad esdneosottshmaansds etsésamelna g iasst
maintaining 1elyi amiolnigt ylidad eétresmakts dssessors a
I f all the mandatory admi nihset rSaBtA vweo urledq ubier eamemotrse arredew at catlkki ebng aawnaflyf,pop bt at o
evaluation were simplified to just a few objective categories.
The i mplementation of SBA iard laltrmeststewenwrsadbh| oetdjiagioggd €@l amywisciio o li c ul
ni ght mare, a cause for rfiovralirnyt eorvpeerr sroensaolu rccoensf laincdt sa. battl efi el d
The plight of |l ocal teabDdepist @ salsli mihearr ¢ ®od miatiti ewnis dahrcke plcoocnt sotlr asmtelsy t h@mp le
unreasonabl e workload | evs&d ankelwemewhi obawotkedcpwet 6l svesdeavbinag fodilv
fun and essence of the profession.
The SBA might Ibeind esemeae omd shtoearént sa dacei ectoimgpd ewient ary measedxmenpl endett akemrw oan

reading
to excel
over whel
The rati
equally

for |l eisure in LandHomgarKbnydnsdw.enSudcdhe a oanpderd die v pre smmad eir de oif r ¢do
, t he exi stence boefr torfa dsiuthijoencst sa nodn eo | hda speraapcnttiaciees,,i atnhdes tndueni i € bkt e

med by other reforms, to perform miracles.
onal e of overthreswemgfavkesytbi pgodecéehahegkhkiBEndgobttHboagerys Oasni
right to l|ive inss@rbkeasity anotd bhhemoogpt obf wemnst ngut hprbbhems the
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Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

Appendix 2:  Comments and suggestions on different subjects by individual schools

Subject Comments and Suggestions

Al | * Provide schools with SBA scores of their students.

Bi ol ogy |* Duringthe assessment of investigative practical work, due to the large class size, it is very difficult for the teachers to accurately monitor the

practical skills of each individual student.
» Detection of plagiarism may be difficult, even if the required software is provided.

Busi nes

ge  &lost of the activities required heavy participation of the teachers. For example, teachers should do alot of preparations before arranging outside
a | Visits, egdconiactng business firms, writing parents’ letters, collecting fees and arranging transports. It will take up alot of time of the teachers.

Financi
* Students' arerequired to spend alot of time on planning and preparation of the tasks, such as deciding the theme or title, devising alist of questions
for research and analysis, analysing data. ~ Students should possess a strong prior knowledge on ways to conduct research work. However, itis
believed that they may not have such knowledge and enough business sense to work on their own.
* Those business venture activities would usually involve group work. However, it is quite hard or time-consuming for the teacher to assess the
performance of each individual student in a group unless they closely monitor the whole process. Thisis hard if there are many groups in the class
» Updated content of the tasks of SBA required should be interpreted clearly to teachers through seminars and workshops.
Chemi st rey Classsizeistoo large and too many groups of students. Teachers supervisionisdifficult. Not enough apparatus and chemicals. Students

workload istoo heavy, they have to submit reports of different subjects at the sametime (at S5 and S6). May have difficulty in arranging suitable
laboratory periods in time-tabling.

* Defer the implementation of SBA especially on the part of Investigative Studies. Thetask "Investigative Study" should be optional or
incorporated into the experiments similar to the existing TAS scheme for current S6 & S7 students.  Also, more support in terms of supply of
chemicals and apparatus and laboratory technicians must be provided.

* Thegroup size should be around 20 students for assessment.

Chinese

*Hi story
o RS LRSI E R FEAG o T DTH0 SRR 5 S PRSI 1A (I W 120 AR (11 ) T (R
g o

Chinese

eLanguage

(relliiahy) v
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Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

Subject

Comments and Suggestions

Economi @

*S

Should have a clear but not too complicated marking guideline: What aspects of student work should we assessed? (detail of analysis? level of
difficulties? length of work?) Weighting of each aspect?

The implementation of SBA of Econ should be in-line with Bus. Acc. & Fin and Maths.

SBA with full implementation in 2016.

Engl i sh
Chi nese

calsBA to be modified accordigngSBA ifre edb®x-k2F0r8.m teachers condu

Engli sh

L &todgnts may fénd it difficult to buy the films but they are not allowed to borrow them from the school library.

Geogr aph

°y

The date / deadline of submission of SBA results should be carefully designed as it may clash with SBA of other subjects.

Some geography teachers may also take up other subjects which require SBA, e.g. Liberal Studies. It may directly increase the workload of
teachers.

The choice of field trip siteislimited in HK. Field visits may incur additional costs, e.g. cost for transport.

Fieldwork is not suitable for SBA.

Field trip report can be simplified to field trip worksheet report and allow students to build models or drawings or photos with short explanations
instead of 2000 words investigative report.

In Geog subject, atechnician will be necessary for the teaching of G.1.S.. Also, field study centres will be necessary for the tasksin SBA.

| agree with HKEAA proposal if only more outdoor recreation centres for Geography field study courses would be orgznised.

Hi st or y | Teachersneedtoexplainthe components of SBA & criteriafor assessment to student & take timeto do the checking of marks with them —the
processis time consuming & tedious.
* Teachers are concerned about the fairness of SBA as some schools may be more lenient in making the assessment of students.
* |f the public examination performance is still the key to monitor the reliability of the SBA mark, is the continuous assessment necessary?
I CT * The marking of coursework imposes heavy burden on teachers.  Since the coursework result will directly affect the students' final gradein the

public examination. Most students try to write lots of pages though they aretold that it is not necessary. Every year, CIT and CA teachers has to
mark coursework amounting to over 2000 pages (several phone booksthick). The daily teaching duty is aready very heavy, it's not possible for
teachers to mark the coursework at school. They must carry the scripts home and mark them at night and during holidays. Besides, computer
teachers not only teach one subject, other subjects are a'so having SBA now or will have SBA inthefuture. It'sreally anightmare to teacher
teaching senior forms. Moreover, teachers should not be marking machines. They should have enough time for preparing the lessons, providing
guidance to the students. Moreover, they should have the right of enjoying family life after work.

The mark allocation can’t truly reflect the students' ability in computing.  75% of the total marks are allocated to report writing and only 25% to
implementation. A student who is excellent in writing programs may score very low marksif he/ sheis not good at report writing.

The HKEAA should hire markers, who receive special training to mark the coursework just like other written papers.  Candidates have to pay the
examination fee, but not even a cent goes to the school's teachers, who sacrifices lots of their time marking the most time-consuming paper for
HKEAA. Moreover, most students query the fairness of the assessment because they are totally ignorant of the adjustment scheme made by the
HKEAA.
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Hong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council
Questionnaire on Revised Proposal on SBA Result (14 Feb., 2007)

Subject Comments and Suggestions

Li ber al |*S {Thedureat proposed scale and format of SBA, i.e. IES, poses heavy demand on manpower far beyond a group of Liberal Studiesteachers. Some
schools decided to recruit most, if not all, of the teaching staff for the supervision of 1ES. We deeply believe that this ‘ suffocates’ the healthy and
multi-dimensional growth of other subjects and levels. Besides students are likely to handle many SBA projectsin the NSS curricula

* Sofar, insufficient guidelines or examples were given on the formative assessment.

* |tisalso hard for schoolsto provide afull range of possible investigation topics to students due to the limitation of manpower in different aspects,
e.g. sports, religion and media.

* Assessstudents’ individual performancein taking up different roles in various group learning activities and their personal reflections, instead of
having a separate investigation which may probably require the same set of genetic skills as those activities conducted in lessons.

e Liberal St. is still a probl ems

Mathematics * Mathsteachers do not agree with the implementation of SBA in Maths.

* Thesample Maths SBA tasks distributed in the recent consultation seminar (in Sept/Oct 2007) were highly inappropriate for use. The prosposed
implementation is just another "practical" exam and is not a suitable SBA. The fairness of the Maths SBA is questionable and method used for the
modulation of the Maths SBA result is not very appropriate. The weighting of the Maths SBA should be reduced.

Physi cs |* Itistoodemanding toask ateacher to assess 8 to 10 groups of students at the same time in investigative study.

* Ther€'ll be ahuge demand of using the laboratory to conduct the lessons under the suggested method of assessment in practical related tasks. This
will create a huge pressure to the laboratory resources.

* Reduce the weighting of SBA from 20% to 15%.

* Reduceclasssize.

Physi c s /C dtmbadfficdtdesk for ateacher to assess the practical work of 3 groups of students while at the same time to monitor the practical work of the

Science

remaining 5 groups of students.

It is doubtful whether the students could handle such alarge quantity of projects as requested in different subjects.

Itisvery difficult and almost impossible for ateacher to guarantee the authenticity of the students' work in their assignments.

Cancel the method of using assignment in the assessment if the authenticity of the students’ work cannot be guaranteed.

Provide teaching assistant who should be able to help monitor the practical worksin SBA.

Science

Science subjects : Investigative studies are too heavy for teachers and students should be removed.

e Defer for 2 years, trial for lyear, then full i mpl ement ati on
Technol olfgyTeaancdher s of Technol ogy andr Linoi @ gf owvoutl dail mikeg tlmefhawvea r fbddlinlihoih
Living for assessment.
V.A. * Visua Art: Reduce the number of works required in each task to 2.
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